CRLEBRATRE 0CO
ANYIVARSARY AT
SILLLIFE RAPUGH

U, 8, Blologlieal Survey
Congratulates Joys
on “Good Job.*

GOC noye, deweloping the Maite River Kigratory Wenterfowl Anfuge

in Phiilipsk Arkensas, Desha and Henroe couniies in Arimn‘u. aYe making
an invaluable somtridution to the nationmal wildlife restoration pregram,
says Ur. Ira K. Oabrielson, Chief of the U, S. BMolegical Jurvey, Hie
congratulstions te the aamp personnel came on the fifth aaniveraary of
the COC,

™e hite River Camve are joining other camps throughout the nae.
tion this week (Mareh 31 %o April 5) in eslebrating the amniversary and
invite pudlic %o vistit the emmpe Auring an “onen house® celedration
(insers 4ate) to see the presress being made at this irkansas wildlife
refuge. Here, the CCC bays, under the diresction of the Biolesiaal Sure
veay, are wvorking to improve the refuge as they are in 31 other camns on
refuges over the United 3tates, They sre mskins the refuges sasisr $o
adninister and more attractive to wildlife.

#CCC boys," says Dr. Gabdrielsen, "are familisy fisures in msny
loealities, Tha public is bacoming agquainted with them and their werk
and csn see the beneficial effeet camp training has in nrevering the boys
for good oitisenship., It aleso is lesrning of thelr great contribution
to the wildlife nregram.®

The Mite Biver Rsfuge, in southessters Arkansas, lies near the
Jonatien of the White ~nd Missiesipni Rivers, It ie one of the zreatest
winter duek concentration ~yeas ir the Mississippi flyway and of tre-

mendous vxlue to wigratory waterfowl in both spring and fall. Although
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muoh work still remains to be done at this refuge, the numbare of water-
fowl using the sres h-ve greaily increased the post two years. The pri-
mary problem of the sanetuary ie¢ to nrovide an adeguate suprly of natural
waterfowl food 1 order %o keep the birds from visiting nearhy ries fields
for feed.

The White River Refuge kivenm invielate ssnatuary siatus, by Rwecutiwe
Order of September 4, 1935 after scme 97,000 asres had been acquired wader
purchase agreement, is a major refuge in the nstionswide system of sigre~
Sory dird and waterfowl refuges, U0CC work consists among other tasks of
stadilizing water lovels and protedting existing lakes., In the past, some
of the beet lakes have filled with silt and besome useless to waterfowl,

Caspe BFe1 end 2 started work July, 1936, A third esmp, B3, be-
#an work in Degember of 1936, The three have constyucted 15 vehicle and
2 foot dridges, ereseted 3 souipment and suprly sterage houses and 3 garages
along with 20 other necessary duildings., Thres Awellings are partially
finished and £ diversion ‘ama are ready for use, and § more nre aesring
ctapletion.

Excavnting material for enrth fiils, building fenve snd handling
more than 22,000 oubie ynrds of material in levess, 4dfites and .ozun
has kept the boys duay. A Sosa) of 33-1/2 miles of ul.opbon,‘h;; been
il as wall as Bl miles of truck and 9 miles of foot twmils. Fire eon-
$10l has bean aungmented by 27 wmiles of fire breask.

lgre than a million sguare yr=rda of channel have been cleared
and clenned as well as other sxesvation work in canshe and 2{tches,
Bouniaries have been marked, linear and $oposraphic survays hove besn

complated and mosquito and erosion contrel work afford wvaries ccecupations



for the 0CC,

Nearly a ton of flower, grass and harwood seed heve been col-

l1ected and 2L7 agres were clenred by the boye for a reserveir site.
In sddition, they hove planted 718 acres to seed and cover and hove
preparsd 180 scres for seeding and planting, %hen &% in realised thag
1,547 mandays were devoted $0 wildlife feeding alene, 1% is obvious
that the migratory wildlife's food problem hawe not desn overlecked,

Prepsretion sn! transporiation of materiale, razing undesirable
structures sni fine grading read slopes are among the other tasks
that have employed the three crews. ,

e cawp worikers, nleo, have done well for themselves. At least
17 of the snrollees have cbtained private employmsad in work for whieh
they were trained by the teshnical rersennel.

"Sugh resulds,” says Dr. Oabrisleon, "help to make ths waterfow}
that use the great Mississippi flyway certain of necensary rest amd foed
in thely sizratory vovements. It insures the sentinuanes and increase
of year vround rosidents. Vive years ago, when our wildlifo resources,
wspecially waterfow), -ere in serious dsnger, The Biologieal Survey
had a restorntion prograz, buk n=ither the m-ans nor the man~-power fo
earry it cut, Thea smergensy Nunis for Yuyisy refuge areas becane availe
adle and adout the same time the COC help for deweloping the refuges.
This was indesd n happy coineldence as the nccomnlishments on record

today wers only dreamed of five years sge."



